Definition of Design Interface (Logistics Management)

Question from Worth Mizell: Can someone give me a precise definition of design interface that does not overlap with maintenance or supportability planning? Our PM is questioning what it means and if it isn't already funded under another category. We define Maintenance planning to include reliability, maintainability, availability or readiness and affordability. Supportability is more oriented to specific resources such as tech data, support equipment, supply support, etc. Wouldn't design interface really be included in maintenance planning as our influence of design to affect life cycle affordability? 

Response from Trevor Austin: My understanding of design interface is that it is the interaction of system design and system supportability. If your systems engineers and your logisticians are working together concurrently to address RMA and affordability through supportability analysis to ensure your specified readiness level, then your design interface issues are addressed. It gets back to the question of whether there is value added in funding design interface, and how much is your program willing to pay for that value.

